
When The Church is in 

crisis: Faith for the journey

Mount Carmel Missionary Baptist Church

Pastor Leroy Hines Anthony. M. Div.

September Bible Study Series 9/6/2026



Series Theme

Crisis may disrupt the church, but it 

does not have to define the church. 

God remains present, purposeful, 

and faithful.



Series 

objective

To help the congregation develop a biblical 

understanding of crisis, recognize God’s presence and 

sovereignty in difficult circumstances, maintain 

healthy relationships amid conflict, and discern a 

faithful pathway toward healing, unity, and the 

church’s God-given purpose.



Our goal's

We aim to be able to:

•  Recognize God’s Presence - Identifying biblical assurance that God remains 
present and faithful during seasons of uncertainty and crisis.

• Reframe the Crisis – Examine how perspective, emotions, and faith 
influence the way individuals respond to conflict and adversity.

• Rebuild with Purpose - Identify practical and biblical ways the congregation 
can move beyond crisis toward reconciliation, unity, responsible leadership, 
and renewed mission.



Questions the church is asking:

Why did they do this?

Whose to blame?

What is happening to us?

Why did this happen to us?

What are we going to do now?

Can this church survive?

And so on, and so on, and so on!

Question the church may not be 

asking, but should be asking:

how is god going to lead us 

through this?

here’s a question for you:

Are you asking questions of Facts, 

or The question of faith?



God is still in 

the house
Psalm 46:1-11

Lesson 
One



Lesson Text: Psalm 46:1-3

1 God is our refuge and strength,

an ever-present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way

and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
3 though its waters roar and foam

and the mountains quake with their surging.[c]

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2046%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14618c


God is our refuge when things 
become unstable. Psalm 46:1–3

• Psalm 46 does not deny that trouble exists. It teaches us how to see God while trouble exists.

The psalmist doesn’t say there will be no shaking. He says that God remains our refuge while everything around us 
is shaking.

✓ The imagery is dramatic: the earth gives way, mountains move, waters roar.

➢ The biblical message is:

Even when what we thought was stable becomes unstable, 

God remains stable.

The church cannot allow a temporary crisis to make us 
question an eternal God.



Lesson Text: Psalm 46:4-7

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.

5 God is within her, she will not fall; – {“in the midst of her” KJV}
God will help her at break of day.

6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
he lifts his voice, the earth melts.

7 The Lord Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.



God is present even when the 

church is under pressure.

The text says: “God is in the midst of her.”

The security of Jerusalem wasn’t ultimately found in its walls. 

Its security was found in God’s presence.

Here’s another question for us:

What happens when we become more focused on the crisis than on God’s presence?

The answers:

✓     Fear becomes louder than faith.

✓    Opinions become stronger than prayer.

✓    Personal agendas replace corporate discernment.

✓    People begin choosing sides rather than seeking God.



Lesson Text: Psalm 46:8-9

8 Come and see what the LORD has done,

the desolations he has brought on the earth.
9 He makes wars cease

to the ends of the earth.

He breaks the bow and shatters the spear;

he burns the shields with fire.



God is Performing during the 
crisis. 

The psalmist invites the people to look beyond the crisis and look at God’s activity.

When a church is in crisis, our natural tendency is to constantly look at:

 What went wrong, Who is responsible, What we have lost, What might happen next?

But the psalmist says, in effect:

“Come and look again.”

 Don’t only look at the crisis. Look at the Lord.”

Crisis can capture our attention, but faith redirects our 

attention.



What god is doing in a crisis:

“Behold the works of the LORD…” — God is still working.
Note: The verse doesn’t merely say, “Behold the crisis.”
It says:
“Behold the works of the LORD.”
That is a significant shift.

The church may not understand everything God is doing, but we can trust 
that God has not stopped working simply because we are experiencing 
difficulty.
This is especially important when a congregation feels that its future is uncertain.

The question changes from:
“How are we going to fix this?”

to:

“Lord, what are You doing, and how do You want 
us to participate in Your work?”



What god is doing in a crisis:

“He maketh wars to cease…” — God can bring an end to conflict.
This is particularly powerful for a church experiencing internal conflict.
The immediate context speaks of wars and weapons, but the principle applies: God is capable of bringing 
destructive conflict to an end.
Notice the progression:
 ●  Wars cease.  ●  Bows are broken.  ●  Spears are cut apart.  ●  Chariots are burned.

These are instruments of conflict being rendered useless.
Here is another question we can ask!

What are the “weapons” that have been contributing to our crisis?
They may not be literal weapons. 

They may be: 

Words      Gossip Suspicion Personal agendas Division Retaliation
 Unforgiveness Mistrust Pride



The prayer becomes:

“Lord, break whatever we are using against 

one another that is preventing us from 

being who You called us to be.”



Lesson Text: Psalm 46:10-11

10 He says, “Be still, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth.”

11 The LORD Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.



God says “Stop Long Enough to 

see who is god, and who isn’t!

“Be still, and know that I am God.”

Being still does not mean doing nothing.

Let's Discuss These Questions

1. What does crisis reveal about what we have been depending upon?

2. Why is it difficult to recognize God’s presence during conflict?

3. How can a church distinguish between legitimate concern and fear?

4. What does “be still” look like practically during a church crisis?

5. What would change if our congregation genuinely believed, “God is in the midst of us”?

Don’t let the crisis become bigger than God.
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